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Newsome Ward Community Plan

About our Community Plan

We are Newsome Ward Community First, a panel of local people who have some 
funding available to support community groups and projects in our area, and to 
help new projects to get started. We have worked with residents, community 
organisations, schools and people who work in the Newsome Ward to create this 
Community Plan. Our plan will help us decide how to spend our current funding 
and will also help us all to plan for our community’s future.

The plan will help us to make decisions about the Neighbourhood Matched Fund 
for our area, which is £67,820 of funding that we can allocate to community 
projects over four years (the Community First funding programme closes in March 
2015). The funding comes from the Office for Civil Society and is managed by the 
Community Development Foundation. 

Our local panel make recommendations about how these funds should be spent. 
This plan will help us to decide how to allocate these funds for the remaining two 
years of the funding programme. We hope that our plan will also help us all to 
think beyond this, to decide what kind of place we want our local area to be and 
to think about how we can work together to improve our area.

To find out what people think about living here, we asked over 500 local residents 
for their views. A dedicated team of volunteers ran the Newsome Ward 
Community Survey in February 2013, using a questionnaire to ask a range of 
questions about our area. The questionnaire was available both on paper and 
online. Most of the survey responses were collected door-to-door by our 
volunteers. Community venues, schools and children’s centres also took part.

The survey results tell us how people feel about living here, what kind of activities 
and services we’d like to see more of, and what other things we think most need 
improving in our area. The results also tell us people’s views about helping out in 
our community, what kind of thing we’re willing to do to help each other, and 
what skills we have to share. We also asked questions about how often we talk to 
our neighbours, how we keep in touch with what’s going on locally, and whether 
our standard of living has changed over the past two years.

All of this helps to give us a picture of the Newsome Ward today. In addition, we 
have put together a range of community audits, which are lists of useful 
community information. We have worked with Newsome Timebanking to 
understand and celebrate local people’s skills, we have researched local resources 
and information that can be used by community groups and activists, and we’ve 
updated our lists of community organisations and venues. 

We hope our plan will be useful for everyone who cares about the Newsome Ward.



About the Newsome Ward

Our area has high levels of community activity, and benefits from town centre 
facilities, open spaces, woodland and farm lands.  

The Newsome Ward area includes: 

Armitage Bridge, Ashenhurst, Aspley, Berry Brow, Bluebell Hill, Broadgate, 
Folly Hall, Hall Bower, Highfields, part of Lockwood, Longley, Longroyd Bridge, 
Lowerhouses, Newsome, Primrose Hill, Rashcliffe, Salford, Springwood, 
Stile Common, Taylor Hill and Huddersfield Town Centre.

Newsome Ward has a diverse population of 19,837 residents (2011 ONS census).  

The racial backgrounds of local residents are roughly: 

66.15% White British, 10.42% British:Pakistani, 5.96% White Other, 4.42% Mixed/
Multi Ethnic, 2.30% British:African, 2.15% British:Caribbean, 2.04% British:Indian, 
and the remaining population is made up of Bangladeshi, Chinese, Arab, Other 
Asian, and other ethnic groups.  

There is a fairly even split between men and women living in the Newsome Ward: 
51.6% males and 48.4% females. 

The proportion of residents in each age group is: 0-15 years 15%, 16-29 years 
32.2%, 30-44 years 18.6%, 45-64 years 20.7%, 65 and over 12.8%.

The mix of households is: 27.51% social rented households, 25.42% private 
rented, 21.4% owned outright and 22.63% owned with a mortgage or loan.

Some areas within the Newsome Ward fall into the top 10% of deprivation. We 
have higher than average numbers of people claiming most types of benefits, and 
higher than average unemployment levels. The average household income is 
lower than the Kirklees and England averages.

The terrain of our area is challenging. Being on the edge of the Pennines, the 
whole area is built on hillsides, so it can be challenging to walk. This also affects 
communication between the different parts of the Newsome Ward. 

We have the benefits and challenges that come with a busy town centre. We are 
also blessed with some large open spaces, and a community farm.

More information about our area can be found on the Kirklees Observatory:

www.kirklees.gov.uk/observatory

http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/observatory
http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/observatory


Maps of our area

Newsome

The Newsome Ward stretches from Huddersfield town centre to Armitage Bridge, and from 
Lockwood to Hall Bower. It includes many different settlement areas and types of land.



This maps shows the different types of open land in the Newsome Ward, including 
Semi-Natural and Natural Greenspace, Outdoor sports facilities and Allotments.



The green area on this map is the land which is part of Stirley Community Farm, managed 
by the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust. The farm borders Ashes Lane, just below Castle Hill.



© Crown Copyright and database right 2013. Ordnance Survey 100019241.

This map shows children’s play areas in the Newsome Ward.

The play areas are marked as green circles.

Three sites (shown as yellow crosses) are immediately adjacent to the Newsome Ward 
boundary. These all have significant catchment areas within Newsome Ward. 

The catchment area for each play area is within a 400 metre radius of the site, with the 
exception of Newsome Road Skatepark (shown as a red circle) which is also used by 
children and young people from further afield.



© Crown Copyright and database right 2013. Ordnance Survey 100019241.

This map shows areas of deprivation within the Newsome Ward. Some parts of our area 
are amongst the 10% most deprived, whilst other parts of our area are more affluent.



What people think about living here

We ran a community research project to find out what people think about living 
here, including what’s important to us and what our priorities are. We decided 
that a community survey was the best way of doing this.

About our community survey

Local people planned the survey, agreeing on an approach which would help 
people from across the Newsome Ward to participate, and choosing questions 
that will help us to understand our area better and work together to improve it.

• 14 residents took part in our Community Plan Workshop on Saturday 17th 
November 2012, to decide what community research activities we should do.

• 7 residents and people who work in the area planned the content of our 
community survey (including a workshop session on 6th December 2012). 

• 13 residents took part in our Community Survey Workshop on Saturday 2nd 
February 2013. This was a training day to support residents who volunteered to 
conduct the survey in their neighbourhood, using a ‘knock and drop’ approach.

• One resident managed the survey, with the support of our community research 
partners, IbyD (Information by Design) and our local Community First panel. 

• We promoted the survey on local web sites and social media, at community 
meetings, with door-to-door leaflets and via a Huddersfield Examiner article.

The Newsome Ward Community Survey took place throughout February 2013.

• 520 residents responded to our community survey, of which:

• 462 residents completed the paper questionnaire

• 58 residents completed the online questionnaire

Our community survey was run by a team of dedicated local volunteers:

• 34 volunteers were part of our community survey team.

• 24 residents went door-to-door asking people to complete the survey.

• 6 volunteers worked in schools, children’s centres and community venues.

The Newsome Ward Community First panel met on Monday 25th March 2013 to 
sign off the Newsome Ward Community Survey results. 



Community survey respondents

520 residents responded to the Newsome Ward Community Survey. This map 
shows all the postcodes that we received responses from. The darker circles 
indicate postcodes where higher numbers of people responded.

We have included some of the key findings in this document. 

The full results are also available at: http://bit.ly/newsomesurveyreport and
http://newsomecommunityfirst.wordpress.com/2013/03/30/newsomesurvey/ 

http://bit.ly/newsomesurveyreport
http://bit.ly/newsomesurveyreport
http://newsomecommunityfirst.wordpress.com/2013/03/30/newsomesurvey/
http://newsomecommunityfirst.wordpress.com/2013/03/30/newsomesurvey/


Your local area

Overall, 76% of residents included in the survey were very or fairly satisfied with 
the local area as a place to live. Only 7% were dissatisfied.

We asked people to describe our area in their own words. The local area was 
described with positive words such as: friendly, quiet, good, nice and convenient. 
Residents appear to enjoy the friendly atmosphere, good neighbours, being close 
to town, and having a good community and good countryside nearby. 

We asked people which things most need improving in their local area. Roads, 
rubbish, litter, potholes, traffic, bins, dogs and parking were common replies.



We also asked if there are any activities or services that people would like to see 
on offer in their local area. Suggestions included activities for different age groups 
(children, older people, teenagers), and a variety of activities including cooking, 
craft, swimming, skills and learning. 

Helping out in the community

A third of the people who took part in our community survey are involved in a 
local organisation, with around 15% being involved as a volunteer. These results 
suggest that Newsome has a healthy level of volunteering amongst residents. 

Almost one-in-five residents had skills or knowledge they would like to share 
with others in the community. Many of these skills revolved around cooking and 
growing food, but other skills listed included local history, a range of sports, 
childcare skills, writing, languages and the arts. 

A high proportion would be willing to help out others, with around a half saying 
that they would like to be involved in a local organisation. Helping out a couple of 
times a month was the most popular option for involvement. 

Knowing your neighbours

The results from this survey highlight a strong sense of community within the 
Newsome Ward. A very high proportion of residents felt that they ‘belong to this 
neighbourhood’ (70%) – higher than that reported for Kirklees as a whole. 
However, whilst talking to neighbours is common for many, there are still around 
one-in-five who speak to their neighbours once a month or less. 

A large proportion of local residents are online at home – almost 80% have a 
home computer, 70% have broadband internet access. Given this, there is high 
level use of different online sources of information. Facebook is commonly used 
to find out what is happening locally, particularly amongst those under the age of 
35. The Newsome Grapevine website also has a good basis of usage – almost 
one-in-six 35-64 year olds have used this method for getting local information. 

Other methods of communication include: local groups, local newspapers, 
newsletters, magazines, word of mouth, talking to people and noticeboards.

Your living standards

The survey shows that a substantial proportion of local residents are experiencing 
some financial hardship. Around one-quarter said that something had happened 
to reduce their standards of living in the last two years. Over a half of residents 
are struggling to keep up with all bills some or all of the time, and considerably 
more than a half could not afford to pay an unexpected but necessary expense of 
£500. Amongst younger residents and in some parts of the ward, financial 
difficulties appear to be a problem for a significant proportion of residents.



List of our priorities 

For the first two years of our Community First programme, our panel members 
chose four local priorities to help us decide which projects to fund, based on our 
knowledge of the area. These four local priorities are:

• Tackling poverty
• Enhancing our environment
• Making connections
• Sharing our skills

In our community survey, the majority of residents were in favour of these local 
priorities - 78% of respondents said that they either agreed or strongly agreed 
that these are the right priorities for our local area. We also asked people to rank 
these priorities in order of importance. ‘Tackling poverty’ was the most important 
to local people, followed by ‘Enhancing our environment’.

As most residents are supportive of the priorities that we are already using, we 
will continue to use these priorities to help us decide which projects to fund.

Priority What we might fund Examples of projects
Tackling 
poverty

Projects that help residents 
who are suffering from 
financial hardship, or who 
are at risk of falling into 
financial difficulties.

• Debt advice
• Cooking healthy food on a 

budget
• Energy saving to reduce 

household bills
Enhancing our 
environment

Projects that improve our 
natural environment, help 
us to live more sustainably, 
and help residents to enjoy 
our local area.

• Improving access to green 
spaces

• Creating opportunities for 
outdoor play

• Helping us to reduce our 
impact on the environment

Making 
connections

Projects that create and 
strengthen the relationships 
between local residents

• Tackling loneliness and 
isolation

• Helping people of different 
ages to get to know each other

• Activities for older people or 
single parents

Sharing our 
skills

Projects that help everyone 
in our local area to share 
what they know and find 
new ways of supporting 
each other

• Community sewing, cooking or 
craft sessions

• Helping people to gain 
employment

• Sharing our experiences so 
that we can learn from each 
other



Our aspirations for the future

We hope that our community research will help us all to think about our 
aspirations for the future of the Newsome Ward, and help us to see what 
opportunities there are for working together in our area.

To help us do this we will:

• hold a workshop session for our community survey team, to talk about the 
results, share our experiences of taking part, say thank you to everyone for 
volunteering, and decide how we might continue to work together.

• contact everyone who has asked for more information about Community First 
to share a summary of our survey results, let people know how to access the 
full results, and tell people how to apply for funding to support local projects.

• hold an event (or run an activity at an existing event) to share our survey 
findings with the wider community and encourage people to get involved.

• look in detail at the survey data to identify specific projects that local people 
would support, and encourage local organisations to apply for some funding.

• send regular email bulletins about community activities and events to everyone 
who asked to be added to the Newsome Grapevine email list.

• send regular text messages about community activities and events to everyone 
who asked to be added to the Newsome Grapevine text message list.

• contact everyone who asked to find out more about Newsome Timebanking, 
encourage people to join and talk to people about what skills they would like to 
share and what things they would like some help with.

• promote this plan, our audits and our community survey results using all the 
communication methods that our survey participants identified, including 
through local web sites and social media, community meetings and newsletters.

Our research has told us which things local people value about our area, and will 
help us to think about how we can maintain these things. Our local environment is 
clearly important to us, as is the balance between local amenities and countryside. 

Residents have also told us that tackling poverty is very important to us. We will 
aim to establish some of the relevant activities and support that people have 
suggested and have offered to help with (for example: cooking on a budget).

We will look for opportunities to bring local people together to talk about how we 
can all help each other. We particularly aim to build on the enthusiasm that local 
residents have expressed for working together to improve our area. We hope to 
involve more people in timebanking activities to help make this happen. 



What’s your vision for your community’s future?

First prize in the Stirley Farm drawing competition – Emily Thorpe (age 8)

The Yorkshire Wildlife Trust asked local children to create their own vision for the 
future of Stirley Community Farm at their first open day in September 2011. First 
prize was awarded to Emily’s picture including food growing, people and wildlife.

A concept sketch for the 
former Newsome Mill 
allotments and mill 
ponds at Hart Street.
 
Created by One17 
Design for Newsome 
Ward Community 
Forum.

Do you have ideas for improving your local area? You can use our community 
audits to help find like-minded people and work together to make it happen.



Community audits

Our audits are lists of useful information for community groups and activists in 
the Newsome Ward. The audits are all available online and we’ll keep updating 
them. You can contact us if you need a printed copy of any of these audits.

Skills

Newsome Ward Timebanking helps people in our area to share their skills. 
Timebanking is a way of exchanging and trading time, resources, energy and 
ideas between organisations, groups and individuals. Participants ‘deposit’ their 
time by giving practical help and support to others, and they are able to 
‘withdraw’ their time when they need something done themselves. 

Timebanking is a tool that can build trust between people, create new 
relationships and improve existing ones. We are encouraging more people in our 
area to get involved. This audit includes skills that have been offered by existing 
Timebanking members, plus skills that participants in our community survey said 
they are willing to share. 

http://newsomewardtimebanking.wordpress.com/skills

Short web link: http://bit.ly/newsomeskills

Community organisations

We encourage all local groups to add their information to the Community 
Directory for the Kirklees area, which is managed by Kirklees Council. The 
information in this directory is shared in lots of places and is a good way to 
promote community activities. 

Our community organisations audit is a list of local groups who are working in 
the Newsome Ward. This list is a live data feed from the Community Directory.

http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk/blogs/local-info/local-groups/

Short web link: http://bit.ly/newsomegroups 

RSS feed: http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/Rss/KMCrss.aspx/
local_orgs_by_publication_name?orgPubName=newsome%20directory

http://www.kirklees.gov.uk/Rss/KMCrss.aspx/local_orgs_by_publication_name?orgPubName=newsome%20directory


Equipment

Some organisations have equipment that is available for other groups in the area 
to use. Our equipment audit is a list of the local organisations who have told us 
that they’re willing to share their equipment, including details of who to contact.

http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk/blogs/local-info/equipment/ 

http://bit.ly/newsomeequipment 

Buildings and facilities

There are several different settlement areas in the Newsome Ward, with buildings 
and other facilities that are available for the local community to use. Our audit is a 
list of community halls, churches, clubs and other venues, play areas, allotments 
and sports facilities in our area, with links to further information where available.

http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk/blogs/local-info/venues/

http://bit.ly/newsomevenues 

Funding

Our funding audit is a list of funding sources for local groups and projects.

http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk/blogs/local-info/funding/ 

http://bit.ly/newsomefunding 

Local data

Our audit is a list of data sources that may be useful for local groups or activists.

http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk/blogs/local-info/local-data/ 

http://bit.ly/newsomedata 



Contacts

You’re very welcome to get in touch with us if you have any questions about this 
plan, or if you’d like any advice about community projects in the Newsome Ward.

Newsome Ward Community First panel members:

Diane Sims - Growing Newsome Co-ordinator
email: newsomeward.huddersfield@gmail.com

Julie Stewart-Turner – Newsome Ward Councillor
email: Julie.Stewart-Turner@kirklees.gov.uk

Pam Kent – LEP (Local Ecumenical Partnership) Church & Community Worker
email: pam.kent@ntlworld.com

Rachel Taylor – Newsome Ward Timebanking Co-ordinator
email: rachel.taylor@unitedresponse.org.uk

Caroline Lee – One 17 Design Charitable Trust
email: carolinelee@one17design.com

Janet Siddall – Newsome TRA (Tenants and Residents Association)
email: janetsiddall@hotmail.co.uk

Tom Roberts – Lowerhouses resident
email: two.of.four@gmail.com

The Newsome Grapevine 

Four ways to keep in touch with what’s going on in the Newsome Ward...

1. Community web site
Get all the latest Newsome news, or share your own, at:
www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk

2. Email bulletins
Sign up by sending your email address to: newsome.grapevine@gmail.com 

3. Text messages
Get 2 or 3 free text messages a month about local events and activities.
To sign up, text NEWSOME NEWS (and nothing else) to: 07786 205 227.

4. Newsome Forum meetings
You’re welcome to come along on the 2nd Thursday of January, March, May, July, 
September and November at 6pm (buffet from 5.45pm). Guest speakers and lots 
of news from local groups. In the Community Room at Newsome High School.

mailto:newsomeward.huddersfield@gmail.com
mailto:newsomeward.huddersfield@gmail.com
mailto:Julie.Stewart-Turner@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:Julie.Stewart-Turner@kirklees.gov.uk
mailto:pam.kent@ntlworld.com
mailto:pam.kent@ntlworld.com
mailto:rachel.taylor@unitedresponse.org.uk
mailto:rachel.taylor@unitedresponse.org.uk
mailto:carolinelee@one17design.com
mailto:carolinelee@one17design.com
mailto:janetsiddall@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:janetsiddall@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:two.of.four@gmail.com
mailto:two.of.four@gmail.com
http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk
http://www.newsomegrapevine.org.uk
mailto:newsome.grapevine@gmail.com
mailto:newsome.grapevine@gmail.com


Cover image:

How local people describe our area, 
based on responses to the Newsome Ward Community Survey 2013. 

Image: © Tagxedo.com [2013].


